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Prelude – O Jesus, I Have Promised (Mann/Lowenberg) 
 
Call to Worship   
We gather in the name of the Fountain of Love, Word of Truth, Spirit of Power: 
Amen! 
God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. 
So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains crumble into the sea. 
Let the oceans roar and foam.  Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 
The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress. 
 
Hymn – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing, 
our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe, with craft and 
power great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth without an equal. 
 
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
but there is one who takes our side, the one of God’s own choosing. 
You ask who that may be?  Christ Jesus, it is he with mighty 
pow’r to save, victorious o’er the grave, Christ will prevail triumphant! 
 
And though this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear for God has willed the truth to triumph through us. 
The powers of darkness grim, we tremble not for them; their rage we 
can endure, for lo, their doom is sure:  One little word shall fell them. 
 
God’s word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through Christ, who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also.  The body  
they may kill, Gods’ truth abideth still, God’s reign endures forever. 
 
Prayer of Reconciliation 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 



Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
name.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether; the past is finished and gone, everything has 
become fresh and new.  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:  In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven!  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Readings 
New Testament:  Isaiah 43:15-19 
 
Psalm:  104:1-4, 24-30 
Bless the LORD, O my soul. 
    O LORD my God, you are very great. 
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
    wrapped in light as with a garment. 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
    you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 
you make the clouds your chariot, 
    you ride on the wings of the wind, 
you make the winds your messengers, 
    fire and flame your ministers. 
O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
    In wisdom you have made them all; 
    the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
    creeping things innumerable are there, 
    living things both small and great. 
There go the ships, 
    and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
These all look to you 
    to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up; 
    when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
    when you take away their breath, they die 
    and return to their dust. 



When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
    and you renew the face of the ground. 
 
Gospel:  Luke 18:1-8 
 
Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen! 
 
Sermon – For All We Know… 
 
Hymn – I Love Your Church O God  
I love your church, O God, on earth your 
blest abode, the people our re- 
deemer saved with his own precious blood. 
 
I love your church, O God, whose walls be- 
fore you stand, dear as the apple 
of your eye, and graven on your hand. 
 
In love my tears shall fall, in love my 
prayers ascend, to serve your church, my 
toils be given, till toils and cares shall end. 
 
Beyond my highest joys, I prize your 
people’s ways, the sweet communion, 
solemn vows, the hymns of love and praise. 
 
Sure as your truth shall last, to Zion 
shall be given the brightest glories 
earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heaven. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Almighty God, grant that your holy Word which has been proclaimed this day may enter into 
our hearts through your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for praise and 
honor of your name, and that these offerings might accomplish your will in this community, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hymn – O God, Our Help In Ages Past  
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home! 



 
Under the shadow of they throne still may we dwell secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting, thou art God, to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages, in thy sight, are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 
Time like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 
we fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home. 
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 

Postlude – A Mighty Fortress is Our God (Luther/Hustad)  
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Collect for the Week of October 25 
 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your word, 

protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
My prayers for the week 

 


