
Offertory Prayer 

Lord, you are the giver of every good and perfect gift.  For 

these offerings that find their roots in the soil and in our 

effort, we give thanks.  As we give these gifts, so grant us the 

wisdom to care for the earth and till it. May these gifts 

enable us to act now for the good of future generations and 

all your creatures. Help us to become instruments of a new 

creation, founded on the covenant of your love.  Amen. 

 
Hymn – God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 
Postlude – He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (arr. Ray) 
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Prelude – His Eye Is on the Sparrow (Gabriel) 
 
Call to Worship  
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia, Amen! 
Celebrate and rejoice all you people of Christ, 
for the Lord our God is doing a new thing! 
The old order is gone, 
everything is new! 
Illness, disease and crying and mourning, 
shall be as a distant memory! 
Hatred and war shall cease from the earth, 
for Christ has risen! Death is defeated!  
Swords are blunted into plows, 
Spears are bent into pruning hooks. 
This is the reign we have waited for! Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 
Hallelujah! 
 
Hymn – How Great Thou Art  
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
We thank you, Creator God, for the good heritage you offer 
us, from green pastures to the salty oceans, and for the 
abundant world we share with your creation. Keep us so 
mindful of its needs and the of all with whom we share this 
earth, that open to your Spirit we may discern and practice 
all that makes for its wellbeing and peace, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Readings 
Old Testament:  Jeremiah 29:4-14 
 
Psalm:  107:1-3, 31-43 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
    those he redeemed from trouble 
and gathered in from the lands, 
    from the east and from the west, 
    from the north and from the south.  

Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 
    for his wonderful works to humankind. 
Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 
    and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 
He turns rivers into a desert, 
    springs of water into thirsty ground, 
a fruitful land into a salty waste, 
    because of the wickedness of its inhabitants. 
He turns a desert into pools of water, 
    a parched land into springs of water. 
And there he lets the hungry live, 
    and they establish a town to live in; 
they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
    and get a fruitful yield. 
By his blessing they multiply greatly, 
    and he does not let their cattle decrease. 
When they are diminished and brought low 
    through oppression, trouble, and sorrow, 

he pours contempt on princes 
    and makes them wander in trackless wastes; 
but he raises up the needy out of distress, 
    and makes their families like flocks. 
The upright see it and are glad; 
    and all wickedness stops its mouth. 
Let those who are wise give heed to these things, 
    and consider the steadfast love of the LORD. 
 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-6 
 
Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without 
end, Amen, Amen! 
 
Grange Month – Allen and Kay Stiles 
 
Sermon – A gospel of chipmunks, squirrels, hippopotamuses, 
galaxies, and light-years 
 
Hymn – Bringing In the Sheaves 
 
Blessing of the Garden 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 



How Great Thou Art  
O Lord my God!  when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 
 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin; 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim., my God, how great thou art! 
 
Bringing In the Sheaves  
Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness, 
Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve; 
Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
 
(Refrain) 
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves; 
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 
Fearing neither clouds nor winter’s chilling breeze; 
By and by the harvest, and the labor ended, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
 
Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master, 

Though the loss sustained our spirit often grieves; 
When our weeping’s over, He will bid us welcome, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
 
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and 
endless store, Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, 
grave’s 
shattered door:  Gifted by you, we turn to you  
offering up ourselves in praise; Thankful song shall 
rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 
 
Skills and time are ours for serving, that your will on 
earth be done:  All at peace in health and freedom, races 
joined, the  
Church made one.  Now direct our daily labor, 
lest we strive for self alone; born with talents, 
make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 
 
Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your 
grace conferred; Ours to use for home and kindred, and to 
spread the 
gospel Word.  Open wide our hands in sharing 
as we heed Christ’s ageless call, Healing, teaching, 
and reclaiming, honoring you by loving all. 
 
Lend your joy to all our giving, let it light our 
pilgrim way; From the night of anxious keeping, loose us into 
generous day.   Then when years on earth are over, 
and we’ve lived our human span, God, fulfill be- 
yond our dreaming, all our stewardship began. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Collect for the Week of April 18 
We thank you, Creator God, for the good heritage you offer 

us, from green pastures to the salty oceans, and for the 
abundant world we share with your creation. Keep us so 

mindful of its needs and the of all with whom we share this 
earth, that open to your Spirit we may discern and practice 
all that makes for its wellbeing and peace, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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