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Prelude – Lenten Reflection    Tune: Woodman/L. Smith 
 
Call to Worship  
Let us worship God who asks us to love our neighbor as ourselves; the one who is weak and the 
one who is strong, 
the one who is happy or sad, 
the one who is blessed with health and the one who is not,  
the one whom we understand and the one we don’t, 
the one who is embraced or the one who is shunned,  
the one who is like us or the one who is different. 
God invites the little children to come, 
Let us also make ourselves available, to listen, to learn. Let us worship God who desires our 
love, who welcomes all. 
 
Video – Turning on the Lights:  Stories of Mental Health 
 

Reflection – Pastor Sam  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn – O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come (NCH 175) 
O Christ, the healer, we have come to 
pray for health, to plead for friends.  How can we fail to be re- 
stored when reached by love that never ends? 
 
From every ailment flesh endures our 
bodies clamor to be freed.  Yet in our hearts we would con- 
fess that wholeness is our deepest need. 
 
In conflicts that destroy our health we 
recognize the world’s disease; Our common life declares our 
ills.  Is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 
 
Grant that we all, made one in faith, in 



your community may find The wholeness that, enriching 
us, shall reach and prosper humankind. 
 
Readings 
Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 6:5-7 
 
Psalm 139:1-14 
O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O LORD, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day,  
  for darkness is as light to you. 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 2:1-12 
 
Gospel:  Mark 5:1-17 
 
Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen! 
 
Sermon – Legion:  An Invitation 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Loving God, we pray for all those who lives with mental illness and those who love them.  
Having heard your call to love our neighbor as ourselves, raise our awareness of how we 



can create a supportive and safe spiritual community for people who struggle under these 
burdens.  Inspire us to reach out in love as a sign of your radical hospitality and grace.  
Encourage us to receive the gifts that are given by all.  We come together, every one of us, 
trusting God’s abundant love.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn – Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?  
Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road; 
We are here to help each other go the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the shadow of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven we shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 
 
Moving Forward – Next Steps with WISE, Pastor Sam 
 
Mental Health Litany 
To the God of many names and no name, we are your people touched and drawn to your 
presence among us. 
We search our hearts and lives as we look for your creative love and justice making presence 
in our days. 
Especially in this day we gather to affirm that among us we need the healing balm of Jesus' 
compassionate care for our bodies and our minds. 
Among us there are those like us who know about or have experienced directly mental 
health challenges which impact our living.  We have sought purpose and meaning when 
darkness and bleakness have come upon some of us; we have sought treatments through 
therapists and medications to stabilize our moods; and we have come to be joined together 
in a faith and spiritual practices to sustain us and lead us to live with gratitude. 
Our intention, O God, is to break the silence on mental illness so those who live in the isolation of 
being stigmatized can find a safe space and a welcoming people so the fullness of life can be 
enjoyed.  
As we embrace those who live with serious depression, bipolar, anxiety and panic attacks, 
eating disorders or other mental illnesses, we pray that our actions and our words can be a 
comfort and a source of hope for each of us.  Guide us, open us, instill wisdom, and lead us 
on the path of wholeness for your name's sake.  Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer 



O God, we call out in prayer, beyond our understanding, especially in times of need.  Our 
worship sends us forth in service, and we offer ourselves – not as individuals alone – but as 
part of larger efforts, and supported by our faith. 
We dedicate ourselves as instruments of blessing for others in need, particularly those who 
are affected by the challenges with mental health.  Help us to remember our call and 
promise, and to learn from the moments we falter or misstep, that love may increase, that 
wellness may flourish, that healing may come.  As we have always been, we are yours, 
poured out in love for the world. Amen. 
 
Hymn – Dear God, Embracing Humankind  
Dear God, embracing humankind, forgive our foolish 
ways; Reclothe us in our rightful mind, in 
purer lives your service find, in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian 
sea, The gracious calling of your word, let 
us, like them, by spirit stirred, rise up and followers be. 
 
O sabbath rest by Galilee!  O calm of hills a- 
bove!  There Jesus met you prayerfully; the 
silence of eternity, interpreted by love. 
 
Drop your still dews of quietness, till all our strivings 
cease; Take from our souls the strain and stress, and 
let our ordered lives confess the beauty of your peace. 
 
Breathe through the pulses of desire your coolness and your 
balm; Let sense be numb, let flesh retire; speak 
through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm. 
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 
Postlude – Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy     Tune: Beach Spring/Arr.  T.C. McKibben 
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Collect for the Week of February 28 
Loving God, we pray for all those who lives with mental illness and those who love them.  
Having heard your call to love our neighbor as ourselves, raise our awareness of how we 
can create a supportive and safe spiritual community for people who struggle under these 

burdens.  Inspire us to reach out in love as a sign of your radical hospitality and grace.  
Encourage us to receive the gifts that are given by all.  We come together, every one of us, 

trusting God’s abundant love.  Amen. 
 

My prayers for the week 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dave Cunningham Tom Cross Brian Cunningham 
Ann Wilson Jeremy Dutterer Allen Showalter 
Sandy Suite Savannah Price Karen Anderson 
Cart Denner Carolyn Yost Baby Lacey 
Jean Snyder David Miller Margie Snyder 
Richard & 
Deborah Hahn 

Steve Morehead Richard & Beatrice 
Hess 

Terri Chauvios Jennifer Ramsey Caitlin 
Marcia Brown Donna Rill Richard Lindsay 
Laurie Posey Ardyce Tulley Helen McQuay 
Bruce Ludlow Bob Scott Larue Nusbaum 
Butch McCotter Julie Sher Darlene Hayes 
Rob Rickell Diane Joanne Buell 
Billy Behrens’ 
Family 

Bert Remmers Gail Gacharna 

Mark Fitorno Ashley Barber Perry Lyons 
Sandy Lloyd Nicole Jordan Ashley Bernhard’s 

father 
Nathan 
Goodpaster 

Susan Heise’s 
family 

People of Texas 

Kristin Oliver, 
Hayli & Alina 
Nicklow, Leslie & 
husband 

Clarence Berg 
 

Doug Berry 

 


