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Prelude – Prelude on "Morecambe" (Atkinson/Portman) 
 
Call to Worship   
God of Life, 
you are as near to us as our breath. 
Open our eyes,  
that we may see you in one another. 
Open our ears,  
that we may hear your voice in one another. 
Open our hearts,  
that we may be filled with your love toward all people. 
Come, O God of life and breath and love,  
Be present in the praises we offer this day.  Show us the way to new life and grant us the 
courage to be people of your Way. 
 
Hymn – God Is Here!  As We Your People Meet 
God is here!  As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 
Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
Here are table, font, and pulpit, here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
Sovereign God, of earth and heaven, in an age of change and doubt 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you!  We believe! 



Prayer of the Day  
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples: together following 
our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission in the 
world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Readings 
New Testament:  Colossians 1:1-14 
 
Psalm:  85 
LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
    you pardoned all their sin. 
You withdrew all your wrath; 
    you turned from your hot anger. 
Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
    and put away your indignation toward us. 
Will you be angry with us forever? 
    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
Will you not revive us again, 
    so that your people may rejoice in you? 
Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
The LORD will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness will go before him, 
    and will make a path for his steps. 
 
Gospel:  John 17:11b-26 
 
Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen! 
 
Sermon – Praying Back In 
 
Litany for the Church 
Christ, Lord of the Church, 
Show us your grace and fill us with life. 



 
Meditative Hymn – “Come and Fill Our Hearts With Your Peace” 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 
Alleluia! 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Increase, O God, the faith and zeal of Your people who give of their offerings this morning, 
that we might desire and seek the freedom and joy of all people through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Send us from here with a mighty mission – a heart of love, sincerity in speech, and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, that multitudes both here and far might be brought into the kingdom 
of Your Son, a place of joy and life.  Amen. 
 
Hymn – God of Grace and God of Glory 
God of grace and God of glory, on your people 
pour your power; crown your ancient church’s story; 
bring its bud to glorious flower.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 
From the evils that surround us and assail the 
Savior’s ways, from the rears that long have bound us— 
free our hearts for faith and praise.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 
Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to 
your control.  Shame our reckless, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
make our broken spirits whole, make our broken spirits whole. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that 
they may be armored with all Christ-like graces, 
in the fight to set us free.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
in the quest for liberty, in the quest for liberty. 
 
Save us from weak resignation to the evils 
we deplore; let the search for your salvation 
be our glory evermore.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 



Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 

Postlude – One Lord, One Faith, One Birth (Wesley/Wagner)  
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Collect for the Week of October 18 
 

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples: together following our 
teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission in the world, and 
together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 
My prayers for the week 

 


